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School “Round Ups” help prepare children to en-
ter school by offering opportunities for children 
and their families to familiarize themselves with 
the school community and for what awaits them 
when school begins. To that end, the Butte 
County Children & Families Commission funds a 
specialized program that provides enhanced 
School Readiness services for the following 
school sites: Berry Creek, Chapman, Oakdale 
Heights, Poplar Avenue and Rosedale Elemen-
tary Schools. The Butte County Children & 
Families Commission’s School Readiness Pro-
gram: Building Bridges for Children, recently 
celebrated its first year anniversary. The Pro-
gram’s activities are part of the county’s School 
Readiness Initiative, which helps ensure that chil-
dren ages 0 to 5 are prepared physically, emotion-
ally, socially and intellectually to enter school. 
 
“We are proud to celebrate our one year school 
readiness anniversary,” said Staci Howell, 
Butte County School Readiness Coordinator. 
“This is a huge effort that involves not only 
children, but entire families, school districts 
and communities working together to ensure 
that children are ready to reach their greatest 
potential in school and in life.” 
 
“Round Up” serves to familiarize incoming kin-
dergarten students with what awaits them when 
school begins in the fall. Children and their par-
ents met with kindergarten teachers, learned 
about community resources and registered for 
school during the events. At several sites, vision, 
speech, dental and hearing screenings were of-
fered. Children across the county, also received 
backpacks filled with school supplies such as 
writing journals, pencils and crayons, paints, 
modeling clay, scissors, paper, magnetic letters 
and activity books; all to help them prepare for 
school during the summer. More than 170 fami-
lies participated in the Round Ups that were fa-
cilitated by the five elementary school sites in-
cluding Berry Creek, Chapman, Oakdale Heights, 
Poplar Avenue and Rosedale Elementary Schools.  
 

School Readiness Builds Bridges 
-Submitted by Staci Howell/School Readiness Programs and Services 

 

 

 

  

D i d  y o u  kno w …  

☺ Children need support to be 
ready for school. To succeed 
in school, children must enter 
Kindergarten with a founda-
tion of health and well-being. 
The Butte County School 
Readiness Program is a net-
work of agencies and services 
that have united for the spe-
cific purpose of helping fami-
lies and children enter Kin-
dergarten ready to learn and 
succeed! 

☺ For more information about 
participating School Readi-
ness Initiative communities at 
Berry Creek, Poplar, Chap-
man, Oakdale Heights and 
Rosedale Elementary 
Schools, call 530-879-7450. 
Or, contact your local school 
to find out about their 
“Round Up” events. 

Other enhanced School Readiness activities 
serving children include extended day pre-
school services, in-home visitation, outreach 
projects to raise community awareness about 
the importance of preparing children for school 
early, parent education and health service refer-
rals. 
 
“The Round Up events were a great way for 
our son Byron and our family to make a con-
nection with his school,” said Andrea Wagner, 
mother of 4-year old Byron, who will be start-
ing kindergarten this fall. “He can’t wait to start 
reading the books and using the crayons and 
pencils from his new backpack. Byron is really 
looking forward to starting school this fall.” 
 
The Butte County Children & Families Com-
mission School Readiness Program is part of 
First 5 California’s $400 million statewide 
School Readiness Initiative to ensure that all 
California children are ready to reach their 
greatest potential in school and in life. The 
Butte County Children & Families Commission 
has invested $159,196 in the program, which 
was matched by $159,196 from First 5 Califor-
nia for a total investment of $312,000 for this 
year and a total investment of more than $1.2 
million over the next four years. 
 
Research shows that a child’s brain develops 
most dramatically in the first five years and 
what parents and caregivers do during these 
years to support their child’s growth will have a 
meaningful impact throughout life. Based on 
this research, California voters passed Proposi-
tion 10 in 1998, adding 50 cents per pack tax 
on cigarettes to support programs for expectant 
parents and children ages 0 to 5. The Butte 
County Children & Families Commission dis-
tributes approximately two million a year in 
Prop. 10 revenues to programs and services that 
meet local needs.   
 



Project REWARD Provides Motivation for Butte County  
Child Care Providers! 

-Submitted by Jenny Sharkey, Project REWARD Program Coordinator 

 
assistance programs, work 
with college advisors to pro-
vide consistent advising 
paths meeting the needs of 
licensing and permit re-
quirements, research trans-
fer requirements and edu-
cate advisors at Butte Col-
lege, find money to support 
BA level coursework in the 
summer, and find additional 
money to support tuition 
and book reimbursement. 
We are constantly working 
to meet the childcare needs 
of our community! 
 
If you would like informa-
tion about minimum eligi-
bility qualifications for Pro-
ject REWARD, call Valley 
Oak Children's Services to 
meet with a career coun-
selor who will assist you in 
developing a plan to meet 
eligibility requirements. To 
speak with a career coun-
selor or to learn more about 
this Project, contact Valley 
Oaks Children’s Services at 
530-895-3572 or 800-345-
8627. 

Project REWARD is funded 
by: the First 5 California 
Children and Families Com-
mission, the First 5 Butte 
County Children & Families 
Commission, the California 
Department of Education, 
and the Butte County De-
partment of Employment 
and Social Services.  The 
Project is implemented 
through the collaborative 
efforts of Butte County Of-
fice of Education and Val-
ley Oak Children's Services. 
 
P r o j e c t  R E W A R D 
(Retaining Experienced 
Workers and Reinforcing 
Development) encourages 
experienced and educated 
childcare providers to re-
main in their current em-
ployment and continue their 
development as profession-
als.  The Project promotes 
longevity and continuing 
education and applies to all 
licensed center-based, fam-
ily childcare, and license-
exempt programs.  The Pro-
ject provides cash incentives 
to all qualified child care 
providers. 
 
Providers face many obsta-
cles in their careers. In addi-
tion to low compensation, 
they may encounter lack of 
opportunities for profes-
sional development, poor 
skills on the part of the su-
pervisor, few promotional 
opportunities, instability 
(constant staff turnover), no 
medical benefits, and lack 

of recognition. In an effort 
to stabilize the industry and 
promote career longevity of 
childcare providers in the 
field, Project REWARD has 
augmented wages (average 
of $.60/hour), motivated 
providers to increase educa-
tion levels, prepared the 
childcare community for the 
“Preschool For All” pro-
gram, built connections and 
communication between 
Butte College and CSU, 
Chico, and increased the 
value of childcare careers 
through recognizing the im-
portance of the childcare/
preschool community. 
 
Thanks to Project RE-
WARD, 485 licensed child-
care providers in Butte 
County received over 
$ 600,000 in June of this 
year as a way of saying 
thanks for their hard work, 
dedication, and professional 
growth in relation to the 
childcare field.  To provid-
ers who make $7 to $10 an 
hour, this “reward” makes a 
difference! Of the 485 who 
qualified this past year, 77% 
were returning participants 
who completed 14, 640 pro-
fessional growth hours 
over this past year.  Con-
grats and many thanks to 
Butte County's child care 
providers!    
 
So what are the next steps 
for Project REWARD? We 
want to research and edu-
cate providers on financial 
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Few things are more 
satisfying than seeing 

your children have 
teenagers of their own.   

 -Doug Larson  

We do not inherit the 
earth from our 

ancestors, we borrow it 
from our children.  

 
-Haida Indian Saying  

For in the final analysis, our most basic common link, is that we all inhabit this small planet, 
we all breathe the same air, we all cherish our children's futures, and we are all mortal.  

-John F. Kennedy 

 

Founding BCCFC Commission Member Patricia S. Cragar and Staff Member Bobbi Dunivan-Elder are both retiring  

December 30, 2004. Congratulations and good luck!! You will both be missed... 



Tobacco-Free Environment Policies  
Protect Children’s Health 

-Submitted by Ellen Michels/Butte County Public Health and Anna Dove/BCCFC Staff 

 

News and Events 

In order to help agencies en-
courage families to create to-
bacco-free environments and 
lead smoke-free lives, 
BCCFC is working in col-
laboration with the Butte 
County Public Health Depart-
ment, Tobacco Education 
Program.  A panel presenta-
tion is scheduled for the Grant 
Council Meeting on January 
7, 2005.  Staff from the 
Health Department’s Tobacco 
Education Program, as well 
as, representatives from the 
Butte County Tobacco Pre-
vention Coalition will be on 
hand to share educational ma-
terials and cessation resources 
with grantees. The workshop 
promises to be informative, 
interactive and fun!   
 
For more information contact 
A n n a  D o v e : 
adove@buttecounty.net or 
(530) 538-5281. 

Exposure to secondhand smoke 
is detrimental to a child’s 
health and can cause numerous 
adverse health conditions. 
Children exposed to second-
hand smoke are more likely to 
suffer from health problems, 
including pneumonia, bronchi-
tis, ear infections, and asthma. 
They make more medical vis-
its, are hospitalized more fre-
quently, and lose more days 
from school. (“Protecting chil-
dren: Reducing their environ-
mental tobacco smoke expo-
sure”, Nicotine and Tobacco 
Research, Volume 6, Supple-
ment 2, April 2004.) 
 
As part of the ongoing commit-
ment to children’s health, the 
Butte County Children and 
F a m i l i e s  C o m m i s s i o n 
(BCCFC) has joined the major-
ity of county commissions by 
adopting a Tobacco-Free Envi-
ronment Policy.  All agencies 
receiving BCCFC funds estab-
lish a comprehensive tobacco-

free environment policy for 
their agency.  To be effective, 
a Tobacco Free Environment 
policy must be clearly commu-
nicated to staff, parents and/or 
clients.  Key aspects of a pol-
icy will include:   
 

·      prohibiting the use of 
tobacco products in 
agency vehicles, 
buildings or property, 

·      encouraging families 
not to allow smoking 
in their homes or 
cars, 

·      and providing infor-
mation about smok-
ing cessation. 

 
If your agency requires assis-
tance in developing a To-
bacco-Free Environment Pol-
icy, contact Anna Dove.  Anna 
has sample policies and will 
gladly provide assistance in 
developing a policy for your 
agency.   
 

w w w . c c f c . c a . g o v /
Meetingschedule. 

• There is a new and im-
proved First 5 Associa-
tion website. Check it 
out at www.F5ac.org! 
Their next meeting is 
scheduled for January 
25, 2005 in Burbank. 

• The next meeting of the 
Butte County Children 
and Families Commis-
sion is scheduled for 
January 21, 2005. For 
more info, please visit 
www.ccfc.ca.gov/butte.  

• The American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics Web-
site offers all kinds of 
useful information, 
from car seat safety to 
current medical news 
to books for children 
and families. Check 
them out at http://
www.aap.org. 

• The Low Cost, No 
Cost People Services 
Directory of Butte 
County is available on 
our website at http://
w w w . c c f c . c a . g o v /
butte/pdf/Lowcost.pdf. 

This valuable directory 
is produced by Help-
Central.org with assis-
tance from Butte 
County Public Health 
Dept,  Health Educa-
tion Division.  

• California Children & 
Families Commission 
upcoming meetings are 
scheduled for: January 
15-16, 2005 in Bur-
bank, March 18, 2005 
in Santa Barbara, and 
May 20, 2005 in Sac-
ramento. For more 
i n f o ,  v i s i t              
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The most important thing 
you leave behind is the stuff 

that turns into treasures 
when children find it.  

 
-Brian Andreas 

 

WHAT CHILDREN 
TAKE FROM US, 
THEY GIVE…WE 
BECOME PEOPLE 
WHO FEEL MORE 

DEEPLY, QUES-
TION MORE 

DEEPLY, HURT 
MORE DEEPLY, 

AND LOVE MORE 
DEEPLY.  

 

-SONIA TAITZ 

The test of the morality of a society is what it does for its children.  
-Dietrich Bonhoeffer 



ceiving duplicate immunizations.  In addition to the above 
benefits, INNC can generate reminder notices to parents to alert 
them when vaccinations are due, print replacement “yellow 
cards” as needed, and simplify retrieval of immunization re-
cords for school or child care entry.   
 
As of September 30, 2004, there were 14 local health care pro-
viders entering patients and immunizations into INNC.  The 
database currently contains 23,370 patient records, of which 
6,341 are of children less than six years old.  There are a total 
of 186,952 immunizations recorded in the system!  
 
In other exciting news, INNC has been successful in obtaining 
additional funds from the California Immunization Branch to 
expand the Butte County registry to 14 other northern Califor-
nia counties.  Butte County Public Health Department, as the 
lead agency for INNC, will house the regional immunization 
database.  As immunization providers throughout the north state 
join INNC, children and families in the entire region will bene-
fit from an expanded immunization registry.  For further infor-
mation about INNC, please call the registry Help Desk at 1-
888-INNC-411 or visit our web site at www.innc.org.  

Butte County’s Immunization Registry, a project funded by 
the Butte County Children and Families Commission and 
implemented by Butte County Public Health Department, 
has grown exponentially over the last year.  The registry, 
known as Immunization Network of Northern California or 
“INNC”, is a confidential, secure, computerized informa-
tion system that provides rapid access to a child’s complete 
immunization record.  The information can only be ac-
cessed with the patient’s or parent’s consent and by author-
ized users.  Registries are valuable tools in the effort to im-
prove vaccination rates among young children and thereby 
prevent the development of serious diseases, such as mea-
sles, polio, hepatitis, whooping cough, and meningitis. 
 
Because INNC simplifies retrieval of a complete immuni-
zation record, the health care provider can easily tell when 
a child is due for additional vaccinations, even when the 
child was seen previously at another doctor’s office.  Re-
cently, a local health care provider who had joined INNC 
welcomed a new 5 year old child to his practice.  The fam-
ily had misplaced the child’s immunization record (the 
“yellow card”).  The nurse checked the INNC database and 
was pleased to discover that the child was up-to-date on 
vaccinations.  The registry prevented this child from re-
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 IMMUNIZATION REGISTRY ARRIVES IN THE NORTH STATE 
-Submitted by Sherry Bloker, Project Director/BCDPH IZ Registry 

What do Kindergarten and Preschool teachers say is the 
most important learning area for school readiness?  Social 
and Emotional Learning.  Research suggests that cognitive 
and social learning are so interconnected that it is not pos-
sible to have school readiness without considering chil-
dren’s social and emotional well being.  The goal of the 
Valley Oak Children’s Services (VOCS) GET READY! 
Program is to implement in the next 3 years social/
emotional curriculum throughout the county in preschool 
settings and family childcare homes.   Valley Oak Chil-
dren’s Services will provide the training and support to 
meet this important goal. 
 

                            ‘Get Ready!’ Offers Learning Opportunities! 

Live so that when your children think of Fairness and Integrity, they think of you.  
-H. Jackson Brown Jr. 

 

The Kits For New Parents represents a comprehensive re-
source for new and expecting parents that translates emerg-
ing science about the importance of the early years into 
practical information parents can incorporate into their 
daily lives. Good health, loving relationships and frequent 
learning opportunities are some of the topics covered. Kits 
are available in both English and Spanish and include a set 

Kits For New Parents 
-Submitted by Susan Billings, BCCFC Staff 

of videos, a children’s book, the UC Berkeley Parent’s Guide, 
and other valuable information. 
The Kits are free of charge. If you live in California and would 
like to order a Kit, call 1-800-KIDS-025. If you aren’t already, 
consider becoming a Kit Provider! There is no cost involved 
and Kits can be sent to you on an as-needed basis or monthly 
delivery schedule. For more  information, call (530) 538-7964. 

Currently there are 27 Oroville and Paradise childcare pro-
viders enrolled in 30 hours of behavioral training.  Over 
150 children are receiving Second Step, a violence preven-
tion curriculum, at the childcare site from interns at Chico 
State University.  These children are being screened for 
atypical behaviors that could possibly delay their develop-
ment.  Parent meetings are being scheduled for October 
and November. 

 
Childcare providers interested in this program should call 
Beth Wattenberg at VOCS 530-534-8458.  
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You  must work—We must ALL work, to make the world worthy of its children.  

-Pablo Casals 

Once again Butte County Children and Families Commission 
grantees have distinguished themselves; this time in the area of 
evaluation. 
 
Because of the quality and quantity of PEDS (Proposition 10 
Evaluation Data System) data entered by our grantees, Butte 
County data was used for training examples in Statewide Evalua-
tion Regional Workshops held in March of this year.  Because 
our grantees were diligent in responding to the CQI (Continuous 
Quality Improvement) recommendations, Butte County was one 
of the first in the state to have data finalized for the Annual Re-
port – ten days before the deadline!  Added to this, Butte County 
is on the forefront in utilization of the Achievement Milestones.   
 
Hats off to grantees!  Their tremendous efforts in the area of 
evaluation will help demonstrate to our Legislators the critical 
difference Prop 10 dollars make in the lives of Butte County chil-
dren and families. 
 
The entire Annual Report will be available on our web site in 
January 2005! 
 
Butte County Children & Families Commission funded 16 exter-
nally-run programs and 2 commission-run programs during FY 

    Proposition 10 Evaluation Data System (PEDS) Activities  
                                      -Submitted by Anna Dove, BCCFC Staff 

October 2004 Staff Meeting 
- Submitted by Susan Billings, BCCFC Staff 

03-04.  Programs included: 
 

Butte Automated Immunization Registry   
Children’s Playground 
Court Appointed Special Advocates of Butte County 0-
5 Program 
Clean Start/Healthy Beginnings  
DEC – Drug Endangered Children 
Grandparents as Parents 
HelpCentral.Org 
Infant/Toddler Mental Health: 0-5 Strong Starts 
Kids Improved Safety Program  
Library Literacy 
Opt for Fit Kids 
Project PACE – Parents as Teachers 
Project REWARD – Early Care Provider Compensa-
tion & Retention Initiative 
School Readiness Initiative   
Visiting Infants and Parents Program 
Young Parents of Oroville 

 
Commission-run programs included: 

Program Monitoring 
Local Evaluation 

Staff of the Butte County Children & Families Commission took a break from tradi-
tion recently, holding their October staff meeting at the Book’s Family Farm and 
Pumpkin Patch! Every year, this family-owned and operated farm opens its doors for 
Butte County children and their families to enjoy the age-old tradition of picking out 
the perfect jack-o-lantern. Staff members Susan Billings, Anna Dove, Bobbi Dunivan, 
Cheryl Giscombe and Eva Puciata toured the grounds, enjoying a festive scarecrow 
display, spending time with the Books’ many animals, and most importantly, picking 
out autumn decorations for the Commission office.  
 
“It is important to take time and celebrate family and community traditions like the 
annual pumpkin patch scarecrow display at Books Family Farm, which is created by 
children. This helps us all to see the importance of making our world worthy of its 
children,” says Cheryl Giscombe, Program Manager of Butte County Children and 
Families Commission. 
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 How to reach us   

We are located at: 202 Mira Loma 
Drive Oroville, CA. 95965 

Phone Number:  530-538-7964 

Fax:  530-538-5279 

Email:   cfc@buttecounty.net 

Website:  www.ccfc.ca.gov/butte 

 
202 Mira Loma Drive, Oroville, CA 95965  
530.538.7964     Fax: 530.538.5279  
Web: ccfc.ca.gov/butte Email: cfc@buttecounty.net 


